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Ulmann: Geschichte der Befreiungskriege 853 

Geschichte der Befreiungskriege, 1813 u. 1814. Von Heinrich 

Ulmann. Volume I. (Munich and Berlin: R. Oldenbourg. 

1914. Pp. iv, 477.) 

Professor Ulmann, best known perhaps for his biography of Em- 
peror Maximilian I., has for many years been devoting his attention to 
the German War of Liberation. From the archives of several German 
states he has made valuable contributions on special topics connected 
with the political and diplomatic history of 1813. Unappalled by the 
mass of the existing literature, he is to be congratulated on his courage 
in attempting a new general account which shall worthily take cognizance 
of all the new material. He has mastered it, digested it, and given in 
foot-notes his reasons and references when his conclusions differ from 
those generally accepted. 

The author does not attempt to give military movements in detail; 
military history, he thinks, belongs to the technical specialist interested 
in the lessons of tactics and strategy. One looks in vain, therefore, in 
his pages for a tolerable account of even such important battles as Gross- 
Gorschen and Bautzen. His general map of north-central Germany is 
altogether inadequate, and there are no plans of separate battles. For 
the purely military side of the war, therefore, the English reader will 
find much more satisfaction in a volume like F. Loraine Petre's Napo- 
leon's Last Campaign in Germany (1912) or in the Napoleonic books. 

The special value of Professor Ulmann's work lies in his able state- 
ment of the shifting political situations and diplomatic moves, and in 
his keen analysis of the character and motives of the leaders of the 
period. In these fields he shows abundant knowledge, great fairness of 
mind, and the fruits of mature thinking. After an introduction of 
something over a hundred pages on the Napoleonic system and the 
effects of French rule in Germany and French failure in Russia, the 
author comes to Yorck's decisive act at Tauroggen. On the much dis- 
cussed question whether Yorck acted independently without the king's 
knowledge and against his wishes (the older view of Droysen, Leh- 
mann, Delbriick, and Schiemann), or whether he had some secret in- 
structions (as maintained more recently by Max Schultze, Oncken, 
Blumenthal, and particularly by Thimme, in the Forsch. zur Brandb. u. 
Preuss. Gesch., vols. XIII., XV., XVIII., XXI.), Ulmann believes that the 
older view is the only one which accords with Yorck's character and 
with the subsequent letters which he wrote to the king. The newer 
view rests on passages in the diary of L. von Wrangel, in which 
Wrangel claimed, in August, 1812, to have foreseen the collapse of the 
Russian expedition and to have been entrusted by Frederick William 
III. with a secret mission to make plans for withdrawing the Prussian 
army from French control. It has been argued, however, that the 
passages in question in the diary are in a different hand, in different ink, 
and of a later date than the unquestioned daily entries; Ulmann accepts 
this somewhat doubtful argument, and discredits these passages as a 
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fiction of Wrangel's phantasy suggested after the fact by the subsequent 
course of actual events. 

In tracing the steps by which Prussia, finally allied with Russia, 
fought the spring campaign against a new French army, agreed to the 
armistice of June 4, and finally allied itself with Austria, the author 
does not seek to establish any startlingly new points. He gives, rather, 
a good clear synthesis of the researches of others, with particular atten- 
tion to underlying motives. This first volume, which reaches only to 
August, 1813, closes with an interesting estimate of the influence of the 
newspapers and of the poets and pamphleteers. A second volume is 
promised at an early date. 

Sidney B. Fay. 

Filrst Bismarck, 1890-1898: nach Personlichen Mitteilungen des 
Fiirsten und eigenen Aufzeichnungen des Verfassers nebst einer 
Authentischen Ausgabe aller vom Fiirsten Bismarck herriihren- 
den Artikel in den "Hamburger Nachrichten ". Von Hermann 
Hofmann. In two volumes. (Stuttgart, Berlin, Leipzig: 
Union Deutsche Verlagsgesellschaft. 1913. Pp. xx, 411; vii, 
429.) 

After Bismarck's dismissal from office, it was universally known 
that the Hamburger Nachrichten was his organ, and that many of its 
communications and editorial articles were inspired by him. In some 
cases the content of an article left no doubt as to its source because no 
one but Bismarck could well have furnished the material. In other 
cases, in which it seemed probable that an article was his, there re- 
mained an element of doubt. For the historian, accordingly, the present 
volumes are of great value, for they contain a reprint in chronological 
order of articles inspired by Bismarck, from April 19, 1890 — a month 
after his dismissal — to March 26, 1898 — four months before his death. 
These articles, which vary in length from a single paragraph to a leader 
of 1500 or even 2000 words, number 375. Nor do these fully represent 
Bismarck's activity as " contributing editor " ; for Hofmann gives a list 
with titles and dates of publication, of 273 other Bismarck articles. 
The importance of these volumes, not only to the biographer but to the 
historian, is that they substitute certainty for conjecture as regards 
Bismarck's authorship and thus make available, because authentic, a 
mass of previously doubtful Bismarck material. It is to be regretted 
that Hofmann did not enlarge his collection to three volumes and 
reprint all the Bismarck articles. His judgment as to the relative im- 
portance of the articles selected is probably in the main sound; but the 
biographer or historian may prefer to make up his own mind on this 
point, and it will be troublesome for him to be obliged to go through 
the files of the newspaper for eight years, even with Hofmann's key to 
aid him. Even for the general reader it is rather a pity that all the 



